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At least ‘three troop trains losded with 122-mm artillery pleces departed 25X1
from the Pionler Kassrne in Rathenow on 9 February 1953, and two additional

troop trains departed on 10 Februsry., The Pionler Keserne was only partly
oocupled vhile other barracks and installations st Rathenow wers still

oocupied to capacity on the evenlng of 10 February. About 250 smpty cars

were asserbled at the Dallgow-Doeberlits railroad station) they included  25X1
sboud 20 percent boxoars. | | about 30,000 oars in all

were made avallsble for trocp shipments. Allegedly no cars were %o be provided for
eivilian freight traffic.l

\ ' | the following empty cars were %o de  25X1
made availeble: 362 flatoars Ab Ealle between 2 and 8 Februsry and 770 flat-
oars and 15 RRym type flatoars at Neuruppin up to 12 Pebruary,R

The following troop movements were reported | 25X1
9 I‘u’brwy 1 trein from Rathenow to Satekornj 10 February, 1 itrain each

from Ra‘bhancw to Oriwite (eie), from w:l.-btan'oeu %0 Forst zim;a. and from

Batekorn to Dosberite,>

The Soviete ordsred the following nurbers of railroad cars 1o be made avellable:
eighty boxocers, 100 flabtears, and 10 RRym type ocars at Forst Zinna on
11 Pebrusry; 50 boxears, 150 flatoars, and 3 BRym type cers at Neuriphin-on
1L February) snd 90 boxosrs snd 100 !ia'baaﬂ at Altruppin on 15 Pebruary.
Avout 10 Pebruary extensive loading operaticns by the Boviets were in
ogress in the Bohwerin and Halle rallrond disthriets, 25X1
two troop tralns each were loaded in Boeiteow and Dallgow= 25X1
erite on 1l February.
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-2~ : 25X1

25X1
. Comments;

1. The loading of three troop trains on 9 Februsry was confirmea|: 25X1
The troops belonged to the 18th Howitzer

Artillery Brigade of the Hth Artillery Division. The reported

number of 30,000 cars seems highly exaggerated and 18 probably

based on rumors. This assumption 1s confirmed by the total

dally loading record of 27,000 to 28,000 cars for the entire

civilian and mlitary traffic of the Soviet Zone of Germany

observed prior to early February. . 25X1

2,  The concentration of railroad cers at Halle and Neuruppin is
belleved possible in view of previous informetion of planned
troop loadings in the Lossa area and the assenmbling of railroad
stock in the Erfurt and Halle railroad distriets, | |
There is no doubt that large troop movementa  25X1
were begun sbout ) February. The size of the movement is similar
to that observed during the fall meneuvers of 1952. A large scale
winter exercise mey be in progress ¢ although none have occurred 25X1
in previous years. ) ‘

3. On 2 end 3 February, 1 troop train each day was dlspatched from
Wittenberg to Forst Zinna; they were probebly loaded with tank
units of the 6th Guards Tank Division,
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